
Winter 2022

1    

MUSEUM NEWSLETTER
A Lee-Fendall House Holiday

We have a few stories that illuminate how the holiday 
season was celebrated at the Lee-Fendall House in the 
past. One of our favorite stories comes from the 
recollections of Geoffrey Warren whose family rented 
the house from the Downhams from 1933 to 1936. At 
the time, Geoffrey was 8 to 11 years old with his 
bedroom on the third floor of the house. On Christmas 
mornings, he and his younger sister would race down 
the spiral staircase, their excitement building with 
every turn. In the main hallway stood a magnificent 
tree that touched the ceiling and nearly filled its width. 
It was decorated with special ornaments that had been 
passed down through the family. 

One of these special ornaments for the Downham 
family, who lived in the house from 1906 to 1930, 
remains in our collection today. It is a well-worn bear, 
some of its fur and features have long since worn off 
but it was passed through the Downham family for 
several generations before finally being donated to the 
museum. 

Many of the traditions we associate with Christmas today, including decorated trees and gift-
giving, were popularized in the mid- to late-nineteenth century. 
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Lee-Fendall 
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Wed-Sat: 10am - 4pm 
Sun: 1 - 4pm

Guided tours offered 
on the hour.

Self-guided tours 
available in English and 
Spanish.

Although this photo was not taken at the Lee-
Fendall House, it shows a typical tree in the 

early twentieth century. 
(Library of Congress)

This ornament of a bear was passed 
down through multiple generations of the 

Downham family, who lived in the Lee-
Fendall House in the early 20th century

Beyond the Christmas tree, one of the simplest places 
for people to turn for decorations was to their gardens, 
which even in the winter offered a vibrant selection of 
evergreen plants. As Christmas approached, dried 
flowers, pine cones, and evergreen leaves and 
branches were used to decorate homes like the Lee-
Fendall House. 

You can learn more about how the holiday season was 
celebrated historically by joining us this December for 
one of our popular holiday programs. Craft your own 
Victorian kissing ball using boxwood and holly from 
our own garden at one of our workshops, or join us for 
evening candlelight tours or our Victorian Christmas 
event. See the calendar of events on the last page of 
this newsletter for more details. 
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New Board Member
Mr. David Heiby is a former business executive and entrepreneur who has 
owned several companies over the last twenty years. He is also a historian 
who for many years spent his weekends leading both small and large 
groups on tours of battlefields such as Antietam and South Mountain in 
Maryland. He also leads an extremely popular Lincoln Assassination tour 
through Washington, D.C. and Southern Maryland.

A second-generation member of Alexandria’s historic Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House, Mr. Heiby was tasked by the church in 2015 to operate the 
Presbyterian Cemetery, located on Hamilton Lane in the Wilkes Street 
Cemetery Complex. There he is responsible for running the day-to-day 
operations of the still active and operating facility which includes planning 
funerals and other services for families that have recently lost loved ones. 
The cemetery has burials that date back to the early 19th century 
including many families connected with the Lee-Fendall House. When he is 
not working in the cemetery complex, or meeting with Lee-Fendall staff 
and board members, he can usually be found at his childhood home in the 
Fairfax County section of Alexandria.

Mass production at the turn of the twentieth century allowed 
gift-givers to purchase ready-made gifts for their children, 
family, and friends during the holidays and other special 
occasions. The New Pretty Village, a cardboard play set that 
allowed children to create little paper towns as their imagination 
saw fit, was produced in 1897 by the McLoughlin Brothers. 
Three different colorful sets were offered, which included four 
buildings, eight buildings, or the complete 16-building village, 
which included a boathouse, church, homes, and more. 

The chemical process of chromolithography produced the vibrant colors papered over the cardboard pieces of this New 
Pretty Village boathouse set. Chromolithography, a process of creating multi-color prints, didn’t reach the United States 
until the 1840s, but it took off when it did. A high-quality chromo could be produced within several months; however, 
cheaper quality chromos for products such as children’s toys and books allowed the items to be produced much faster, all 
in color—delighting young and old alike. 

 A World of Color and Imagination

The New Pretty Village boathouse set on display in our seasonal  
exhibit "A Golden Age of Toys: 1870-1920," on view throughout 

the month of December. 

OBJECT
SPOTLIGHT

David Heiby leading a tour of the historic 
Presbyterian Cemetery in Alexandria

New and Unique Items in our Museum Shop
Find unique, locally-crafted items for purchase in our gift shop — there’s something for everyone on your list. Items include 
beautiful wood bookends with the Lee family squirrel emblem, notecards of artist Horace Day’s c.1976 painting of our garden, 
and stunning jewelry pieces. Lee-Fendall House Museum members receive a 10% discount on items in our shop so don't 
forget to treat yourself too!



Visit www.leefendallhouse.org:

- View the most up-to-date list of upcoming programs
- Get full event details and ticket information
- Purchase tickets for your favorite events
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Mark Your Calendars! = free event for Lee-Fendall House members!  
Learn more at www.leefendallhouse.org/membership.

Saturday, February 11, 2:00 PM
Under the Same Roof: Enslaved and Free Workers 
at Lee-Fendall 
Explore the Lee-Fendall House from the perspectives of the 
enslaved and free African Americans who lived and worked 
in the home as domestic servants, both before and after the 
Civil War. Hear the stories of the people who helped build 
and shape the Lee-Fendall House over its long history.

Friday, February 24, 6:00 PM
Alexandria? Which Alexandria?
Join Stephen Hammond, genealogist and Syphax family 
historian, who will discuss his family connections to the 
region.

Saturday, February 25, 2:00 PM
Stories in the Architecture 
Venture behind the scenes from the basement to the attic and 
explore the history of the Lee-Fendall House through its 
architecture in this tour. Changes in style and home 
technology have all left their mark on the home, from when it 
was built in 1785 through its continued use as a home in the 
20th century.

Sundays, December 4 and 11 
12:00 PM & 2:00 PM
Holiday Kissing Ball Workshop
Learn how to create your own traditional holiday kissing 
ball in these hands-on workshops using fresh boxwood from 
Lee-Fendall’s own garden. All materials are provided.

A Victorian Christmas
Saturday, December 10
10:00 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:00 PM, 
1:00 PM, 2:00 PM, and 3:00 PM
Experience the wonder of the season    
by joining us for a Victorian Christmas 
at the Lee-Fendall House! Enjoy 
traditional music and décor, holiday 
crafts, sweet treats, a seasonal story 
time, and more!

Saturdays, December 3, 10, & 17
5:30 PM, 6:00 PM, 6:30 PM, 7:00 PM, & 7:30 PM 
Holiday Candlelight Tours
Celebrate the holiday season with evening candlelight tours 
of the Lee-Fendall House decked out in Victorian splendor. 
Learn how many of our modern celebrations of the season 
got their start during the Victorian era.

Give the Gift of History this Holiday Season!
We have an exciting calendar of programs and exhibits in store for 2023, and members of the Lee-Fendall House Museum get 
priority access! Why not give a gift membership to the history lover in your life? 

From Tuesday, November 22nd through Giving Tuesday on Tuesday, November 29th, all purchases of a museum membership 
through our website will receive an automatic discount of $5. This is a great deal on an annual membership that includes free 
admission to tours, lectures, and living history programs, discounts on special events and museum shop purchases, special 
members-only invitations, and more. 

Each membership supports Lee-
Fendall’s work to tell Alexandria’s 
story through the lens of this unique 
property and the people who lived and 
worked here from 1785 to 1969. It’s 
the gift that keeps on giving, unlocking 
new discoveries for your favorite 
history lover throughout the year - and 
you don’t even have to wrap it! 

Starting on November 22nd, head over 
to leefendallhouse.org/membership 
and take advantage of this special, 
limited-time deal to spend 2023 at 
Alexandria’s most vibrant museum!




